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been to see Lady Northampton and Isabella,1 and am
now at Mrs. Culverden's, where I dine, and return to
town in the evening. Before I say more of ordinary
occurrences, I must- tell you that I have at last spoken
to Elliot (of "Wells) on the grand subject which I have
mentioned to you. The day before yesterday we had a
grand pleasuring party to the town in the morning, to
dinner at the London Tavern, to Astley's in the evening,
and to supper at Michael Angelo Taylor's. The party
consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Culverden, Emma Godfrey,
Miss "VThitworth, Mr. Francis and three daughters.
Lord Palmerston, Windham, Sylvester Douglas, and
myself, We assembled at Mrs. Culverden's. Among
the carriages were two chariots, and it was so managed
that in one of these Elliot and H----went alone to-
gether. I thought this a strong measure, and I knew
it was not his doing, for he could no more take the lead
in such a plan than avoid being led into it by the
ladies; for he has not activity enough even to avoid
action. During the whole of the day, which lasted
twelve hours in various employments, Elliot was kept
possession of, and it was plain that the other ladies

co-operated in this arrangement;  but H------'s own

vigilance and ingenuity and eagerness were conspicuous
among the rest, and would not have escaped shorter
sight than mine.

*...    The next morning I came down to breakfast
resolved to attack him.   I began speaking about his

1 Isabella, daughter of Hugh Elliot by his first marriage.    She was
at this time at school at Richmond.